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1. When I was in Costa Rica in early December 1954, I had the opportunity of 
discussing the political situation there with a US national who is the 
manager and owner of a company which operates a quick freeze tuna fish 
base and plant at Puntarenas, He has been a resident of Costa Rica for 
many years and I consider him an exceedingly astute individual. 


2. In response to my inquiry as to the political situation, he stated that he 
confidently expects that President Jose Figuerea will not be able to con- 
tinue in office to the end of his term. “He fas Lost most of the support 
of the Costa Ricans, mainly because he has become so cocky since he went 
into office. His major accomplishments seem to be the raising of the 
wages of federal employees and increasing taxes to support these raises. 
This, of course, hasn't made the rest of the populace ‘very happy and the 
general feeling, according to my informant, is that so much pressure will 
be brought to bear upon Figueres in the next year or two that he will have 
to step out. Although the feud between Figueres and Nicaragua's Anastasio 
Somoza Garcia is well-known and very bitter, my informant feels that 
Nicaraguan pressure will play only ea minor role in the dislodgment of 
Figueres, 


3. Figueres' predecesgor, Otiilo Ulate Blanco, is enormously popular, but at 
the present time /December 19547, he is taking absolutely no direct in- 
terest in politics. He probably considers this a wise course of action as 
he no doubt assumes that he would be recalled to power in the event of 
Figueres’ ouster. Rafael Angel Calderon Guardia ts popular, but he is a 
political agitator and probably could not a ? aap aed nar far US fis 
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